methods of diagnosis, treatment, and prevention, which are also considered in the earlier chapters. As a synopsis of parasitology, this book is useful, and its 12 tables and 34 line drawings are clear and precise; as a guide to the action of drugs on parasites, it is much less valuable, and one looks in vain for information regarding the nature of the antimalarial or anthelminthic activity of the new synthetic compounds. P C C GARNHAM Anesthesia and the Circulation (Clinical Anesthesia 3/1964) edited by Leonard W Fabian MD pp ix+ 153 illustrated 40s Oxford: Blackwell Scientific Publications 1964 This book is the sixth in the Clinical Anesthesia Series which have appeared at intervals since 1963 under the chief-editorship of J F Artusio jr.
The present volume, a series of papers by distinguished American physiologists and anmsthesiologists, is edited by Dr L W Fabian. The emphasis is on research and theory rather than the practical aspect. The individual contributors consistently succeed in combining comprehensive reviews of past work with reports of original investigation; the result is that even those unfamiliar with modern physiological thought can gain a working knowledge of the subject within the space of remarkably few pages.
Almost one-quarter of the book is devoted to an excellent but purely physiological review of the regulation of cardiac output and venous return by Professor Guyton and his colleagues. The next three chapters consider aneesthetic uptake and the effects of anxesthesia on myocardial contractility and tissue perfusion. The last three rather shorter papers are devoted to the more practical aspects of the response of the cardiovascular system to neuromuscular blocking agents, spinal and epidural anmsthesia and acidosis and alkalosis.
The book would be improved if it were co-ordinated by a suitable foreword or preface. The diagrams are clear, the bibliographies suitably comprehensive and the index adequate. The volume is well produced and firmly bound. After a period of comparative neglect the literature of aphasia has lately become expanded by way of a number of acquisitions. It is a wry fact that today most of the research work upon this teasing topic is being undertaken by nonmedical writers; this statement particularly applies to the USA as this volume shows clearly. In balancing its merits and demerits we must relegate to the credit side a refreshingeven originalinsight into a subject which still baffles so many neurologists. But among the drawbacks in a lay approach we must become aware of something missing from their attitude to a grave bedside problem. No serious student of aphasia should neglect this important contribution which, being the product of no fewer than three authors with their very different backgrounds, cannot avoid a certain unevenness. Some features of this book are highly commendable. The authors abandon the usual hackneyed, parochial and unsatisfactory attempts at classification. Instead they offer a simple grading of clinical cases according to severity of defect. Of course this can never be a final or agreed system of classifying cases but it is at least a commendable break-away. Attempts to align aphasiological data with the lessons of linguistics are in tune with contemporary thinking even though they may leave unanswered most questions that they pose. Aphasia is a subject which by its very nature always demands an historical approach and a chapter on this aspect seems to be obligatory in every textbook; but the classic contributors have been so numerous, so important and yet so divergent in their ideas that there is scope for the widest disagreement as to the value of their individual increments: so it is in this book. An agreed assessment of the past is probably unattainable. American aphasiologists seem to be more concerned with treatment than we are and consequently a large amount of the latter part of the book deals with problems of rehabilitation.
This volume is a worthy contribution to the subject. It is, however, essentially a monograph for the specialist, who will be in a position to weigh the evidence and evaluate according to his own particular conceit. There are shorter sections on the chemotherapy of tropical diseases, and on chemoprophylaxis and chemotherapy by ionizing radiations.
The Chemotherapy of Autoimmune Diseases is chiefly devoted to the role of steroid hormones and of various antimetabolites in the treatment of autoimmune hemolytic anemia and thrombocytopenia, systemic lupus erythematosus, and the nephrotic syndromes.
The section on pharmacokinetics contains interesting studies with an analogue computer of complex pharmacokinetic models.
These extensive proceedings cannot be reviewed in detail. For the clinician and the microbiologist they are an invaluable guide to many aspects of current research into the control of infection and of neoplasia.
A G SPENCER The Encycloptedia of General Practice edited by G F Abercrombie VRD MA MD and R M S McConaghey MD Volume 5 -Poisoning to Skin ppxi+514 £45s London: Butterworths 1964 Four subjects in this volume are of particular importance to the general practitioner. The article on poisoning by Allan Birch is written in the same easy style as his book 'Emergencies in Medical Practice'. Because of his practical approach it supplies a need of the inexperienced practitioner for readily available information on a topic frequently altering and often difficult to remember.
Lindsey Batten has sound advice to give on the thorny problem of prognosis, which is an essential part of general practice. All doctors could read this article with advantage before starting clinical work.
A section on psychological medicine brings together a series of monographs on aspects of the subject met constantly by the family doctor. They are written from his point of view rather than from that of the psychiatrist; they are well worth reading by the young house officer and by the general practitioner.
A third of this volume is devoted to 'skin'. It is not clear why the information has been placed here rather than under 'dermatology', for which there is no entry. The articles are mostly concise, contain the more important detail on their problems and are full of small practical points useful to the general practitioner but difficult to find in textbooks.
T This volume by two distinguished scientists working at Villejuif is a descriptive atlas of the fine structure of the cells in healthy and neoplastic lymph nodes. The text written in both French and English contains a succinct account of the minute morphology of the various lymph node cells as seen with the electron microscope. The authors' concept of the function, developmental capacity and interrelationship of these cells is a particularly stimulating feature.
In the second part of the book a wide selection of superbly reproduced electron micrographs of very high quality is presented. The captions are concise and together with the line drawings in the text make interpretation of the micrographs a
